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continued from page 1

complain. So although they want to study
martfial arts, it is rare to find someone
who will put the effort into it. | studied
because | knew that it would be useful
for my life.

When | later studied Qigong with
my teacher, Grandmaster Yang Meijun,
she was even stricter, because she is very
old fashioned. Most of the fime, when
we talk to her, we kneel down or sit on
the floor. This isbecause she is very small
and if you stand it is very impolite,
making her have to look up to you to
talk. | always respect that she is a lady
who grew up in the old time. But this is
not like today where a lot of teachers
treat students like friends. The students
will call the teacher by their nameinstead
of “Sifu” which is proper. They will even
interu pt their teacher while he is talking,
or eat before the teacher eats and never
pour tea for their teacher. Instead they
just wait for the teacher to pour tea or
give food to them. Many students do not
even know their teacher’sbirthday, which
is considered very bad for a traditional
teacher and student relationship.
Instead, these students will come to class
hoping to pick up some the skill from the
teacher. Once they have got the skill they
want, then you never see or hear from
them again. This is just like seeing a
beautiful flower in the garden and cutting
it to put it your home. In doing this, you
never consider the rest of the plant.

| do notmean to say that teachers
should torture their students. A
relationship should bebased on theheart
between the teachers and the students.
If the teacher treats the students with his
or her heart, the students should be able
to tell. If the students treat the teacher
with their heart, then the teachersshould
be able to tell as well. Ifboth do not treat
each other with their heart, then the
relationship will not work. Of course, this
will take time, but do not forget, it is the
students who come to the teacher, not
the teacher who comes fo the students.
So the students need to show how well
they behave first. The teacher can tell if
you respect them and their skill, and if
you are sincere. One day you yourself
might be a teacher and you will need to
know how to behave and treat your
students. If you do not know how to
behave and to be sincere with a good
attitude, then you will fail.
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